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Upcoming Events 

 March 2—Friday, “Cadre 
Training” in the Soul 
Garage, 5-9 PM.  RSVP to 

Stacey Wenzel by Thursday, 

March 1st, 715-234-8313 

 March 3—Saturday, Center 
Shot  Ministry Training in 
the Soul Garage beginning 
at 9:00 AM.  Call Pastor Paul 

for info—715-234-8313. 

 March 5—Monday, Monday 
Night Prayer in the church 

library at 6:30 PM 

 March 11—Sunday, 
Daylight Savings Begins-

don’t be late  

 March 17—Saturday, 

Women’s Mentoring 
Dinner and Secret Pal 
Exchange—10:00 AM - ? 
RSVP by March 13th by 
signing up at the 
Connecting Point. (see 
announcements on back 

page for details.) 

 March 21—Wednesday, 
Young at Heart (Age 55+) 
will have a potluck at enjoy 
the music of a barbershop 

quartet.  Sign-up for what 
you can bring to the 
potluck at the Connecting 
Point or the bulletin board 
to the left inside the 

fellowship hall. 

 March 23—Friday, ARISE 
Concert in the Soul Garage.  
Join us for worship, prayer 
fellowship and fun from 7-
10 PM.  Call Don Stiver for 
further information at 715-

65107079. 

 March 31—Saturday, “Catch 
A Dream” 10:00 AM-5:00 
PM in Maranatha’s Ministry 
Center.  (See back page for 
details.)  It’s a full day for 
fun and a variety of 

activities.   

March 
Reflections on Suffering  

Part 1I 
“Empty Cattle Barns” 

 
Last month I wrote a brief article for the Messenger about the role of suffering in our 
spiritual formation.  In that article I asked a few questions about suffering and our response 
to suffering as Christians.  I acknowledged that I know Christians whose response to 
suffering was to harden their hearts toward God.  Instead of running to God for help in 
times of suffering, some Christians run away from Him.  Why is this?  What prevents us 
from allowing God to use suffering in our lives to produce perseverance, character and 
hope (Romans 5:3-4)?  Last month I invited you to reflect on these questions.  Now I will 
share a few of my own thoughts on why this is. 
 

I certainly don't fully understand all the contributing factors, but I have identified a number 
of barriers that prevent us from responding well to the suffering we encounter in life. 
 

Improper Expectations 
One barrier to responding well to suffering has to do with having 
improper expectations.  I have noticed that people sometimes 
expect that when they become a Christian, life will be easier and 
full of happiness.  I am not sure why this is.  The Bible is quite 
clear and explicit that following Christ will often bring 
persecution.  When Jesus sent out the twelve disciples he 
warned them saying "All men will hate you because of 
me" (Matt. 10:22).  Peter reminds us not to be surprised at the 
suffering we experience as Christ-followers: "Dear friends, do 
not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though 
something strange were happening to you.  But rejoice that you 

participate in the sufferings of Christ" (1 Peter 4:12-13).  In the letter to the Hebrews we 
are encouraged to "endure hardship as discipline" (Hebrews 12:7).  Simply put, we should 
expect suffering and persecution as Christians.  Certainly, we still long for that day when 
there will be no more suffering for those who trust in Christ.  But until then, we should not 
be surprised when we suffer. 
 

Entitlement 
Another barrier to allowing suffering to bring about character transformation in our lives is 
an attitude of entitlement.  It is a common sinful human tendency to believe that we 
deserve certain privileges or blessings when, in reality, we do not deserve those things at 
all.  We believe we are entitled to a life free of suffering, or at least relatively so.  When we 
believe we deserve certain things, we begin to demand those things.  As a result, when we 
encounter suffering in the Christian life, we get upset with God because we believe life is 
not fair.  Yet, a proper biblical understanding of the human condition should lead us to 
conclude that what we truly deserve is death and eternal separation from our Creator.  It is 
only by grace that we are saved from our sinful state and reconciled with God.  We must 
keep this in mind to combat the attitude of entitlement. 



The Pursuit of Happiness 
One of the most significant documents in United States history is the Declaration of Independence.  In that 
famous document we find the following statement: " We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness."  I do not know exactly what Thomas Jefferson had in mind when he 
penned the phrase "the pursuit of happiness".  Certainly, most people desire to live lives characterized by 
happiness.  I know I do.  And I don't think it is wrong or sinful to desire and to pursue happiness.  However, 
when our pursuit of happiness is elevated above all else, I believe we are in danger of worshipping the false god of happiness.   
 
Author Gary Thomas has written several books where he challenges the notion that happiness should be our ultimate goal.  The subtitle 
of his book Sacred Marriage asks this question: "What if God designed marriage to make us holy more than to make us happy?"  This is 
an excellent question, isn't it?  Entering marriage with the expectation that your spouse will make you happy is dangerous because 
when difficult times come in a marriage where one or both spouses seek happiness above all else, the temptation is to end the 
marriage in pursuit of happiness in the arms of someone else.  In our walk with God, do we desire holiness more than happiness?  
When we seek holiness above happiness, we are better able to see the purpose in our trials and sufferings and submit to the discipline 
God brings into our lives that is designed to form us into the people He desires for us to be.   
 
Suffering as the Enemy 
When we desire happiness above all else, suffering becomes the enemy.  In Paul's letter to the Philippians we are taught that suffering 
is a privilege for the Christian.  Paul writes, "For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but also to 
suffer for him" (Phil. 1:29).  Some may wonder, "If suffering is so beneficial, should we seek out opportunities to suffer in order to 
expedite the sanctification process in our lives?"  I don't think it is necessary or wise to attempt to manufacture suffering.  Suffering will 
come on its own accord.  I am suggesting that when it does come, we have a choice.  Either we resist suffering and fight against it or we 
submit to the suffering God allows us to experience.  In choosing to submit, we draw on His sufficient grace and allow God to use our 
suffering to shed light on our sinfulness and purify us as metal is purified in the fire.  In this perspective, suffering is no longer the 
enemy.  A life absent of trials that lulls us to sleep spiritually is far more dangerous than a life filled with suffering that reminds us of our 
dependency on God. 
 
Conclusion 
I like to ask Christians what they see as the marks of a maturing Christian.  One of the responses I have heard repeatedly has to do with 
how one deals with suffering.  A maturing Christian is one who remains faithful and devoted to following the Lord even in the midst of 
deep suffering.  The prophet Habakkuk struggled to accept the suffering God's chosen people were 
experiencing.  He voiced his complaints to God.  God responded and Habakkuk ends his book with these 
words:  

"Though the fig tree does not bud 
and there are no grapes on the vines, 

though the olive crop fails 
and the fields produce no food, 

though there are no sheep in the pen 
and no cattle in the stalls, 

yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 
I will be joyful in God my Savior." 

 
These are the words of a man who is maturing in his relationship with God.  He expresses a firm commitment to trust in the Lord and he 
chooses to be joyful even when his circumstances are difficult.  May we be challenged and encouraged to respond well when we face 
suffering.  We must expect to suffer in our Christian walk.  We should not be surprised when it comes.  We must remember that we do 
not deserve the love and mercy of God.  For "while we were still sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8).  We are not entitled to a life 
free of suffering.  It is also vital that we seek holiness more than we seek happiness even when seeking holiness means we have to go 
through the fire to be purified.  Suffering is not fun, but nor is it something from which we must run.  We must have a biblical view of 
suffering where we see suffering as a means to connect us with Christ and as a tool for our sanctification.   
 
My prayer for my life and yours is that when the cattle barns are empty we may still rejoice in the Lord and choose to be joyful in God 
our Savior.  To those of you who are suffering deeply now, may God's grace be sufficient and may you always run to Him, not from Him.  
To God be the glory! 
 
Pastor Tony Nord  



Elder Report 

My name is Jay Proffitt.  I am serving in my second year on the Maranatha Evangelical Free Church Elder 
Board.  The other elders on the board are ministry liaisons.  My position is that of board secretary.  I take the 
notes at our board meetings.  The MEFC Elder Board has two scheduled meetings each month.  The first 
Tuesday of the month is our board business meeting.  This is held at the church.  The third Tuesday of the 
month the elders meet in each others home.  It is a time for bible and book study and a time of prayer 
together as a board.  We trust that each of you are lifting the board up in prayer as we make decisions on 
behalf of our church body.   
 
My wife Ginny and I were married at Maranatha four years ago this June.  We have two children, Cole - 2 

years old and Kate - 2 months old.  Ginny and I really appreciate the diversity at Maranatha.  We really feel that Maranatha has so much to 
offer our family.  From the advice and encouragement from older members to the friendships and shared experiences of couples with young 
children like ours; from the Men’s Fraternity to Ladies Bible Study; from a caring nursery program to Puggles in AWANA.  We encourage all 
of you to find a place at Maranatha where you can connect and get involved in serving the body of Christ. 
 
The Elder Board is excited to hear good reports on the addition of Pastor Tony Nord to our church staff.  Tony has been busy meeting with 
many of the volunteers and ministry leaders in the Children’s and Youth ministries.  We look forward to seeing God use Pastor Tony here at 
Maranatha. 
 
The Elder Board continues to monitor the Worship Leader Search committee progress.  Please pray for the search committee as they work 
through the applications, interviews, and videos.  There is much information to process and the work is challenging.  It is during times like 
these that we all need to focus on waiting on the Lord.  This is hard in our society of wanting everything now.  We need to trust and believe 
that God has the right person for this position.  We as a body need to pray and patiently wait for the Lord to reveal this person to us.  We 
are thankful to have Rick Barron here with us on an interim basis while the search continues. 
 
You may notice some construction taking place in the south wing of the main facility.  The church office is being expanded to accommodate 
the needs of our church body.  Several more work stations and storage cabinetry is being put in place.  This will allow the office workers to 
more effectively and efficiently accomplish their tasks.  We thank Carmen for her patience while this project is being completed.  Also in the 
construction, a new office space is being created for Pastor Tony Nord, and a conference room is being created on the southeast corner.  
The labor is being donated and the cost of the conference room was a donation.  We thank God for the facilities he has given Maranatha 
and for the labor and donations that people like you have given. 
 
In closing let me encourage you to keep your eyes fixed on our Lord Jesus Christ.  As we live our lives in a world in need may we joyfully 
proclaim the joy of our salvation in our words, actions, and deeds.  Let us remember the vision of our body - to reach all generations for 
Christ.         Grace and peace.   
         Jay Proffitt 

Construction 

Zone 
Our former library and 2-3’s children’s area is 

currently under construction for an office expansion 

and new conference/meeting room.  We are 

grateful to our volunteers who are making this 

happen:  Lee Pritzl, Dave Nielsen,  Paul Hodge, Lee 

Wohlk, Al Larson, Gary Matthys, Paul Green, Hans 

Olson, and Stephanie Van Gilder.  Also check out 

the new paint in the fellowship hall—thank you 

Dube Culver,  Mary Green, Paul & Sandy Hodge,  

Cindy McClain and Lee Wohlk.   

 



The Captive Mind  
 Czeslaw Milosz (1911-2004) was born in a small village in Lithuania near Viln  

a. Lithuania ceased to exist following a non-aggression pact signed by two dictators, Hitler and Stalin, on August 23, 1939. They agreed to 

divide between themselves neighboring independent countries including Lithuania. The agreement unleashed the most brutal war of aggression 

in history, World War II, on September 1, 1939.   

 Milosz, whose native tongue was Polish, lived for forty years under oppressive foreign rule—Tsarist Russia, Nazi Germany, and 

Stalinist Soviet Union. After defecting to the West, he won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1980. He wrote The Captive Mind in 1951 to 

explain the power of Communism to take people captive. He did not give citizens of free countries a pass. He writes, “Technology, and the 

way of life it produces, undermines Christianity far more effectively than do violent measures” in a chapter called, “Man, This Enemy.”  

 “The world that Milosz depicts in his poetry and prose, works and essays is the world in which man lives after having been driven out 

of paradise” said Lars Gyllensten as he introduced Milosz as the 1980 Nobel Laureate. Milosz linked the question “What is reality?” to 

Pilate’s question, “What is truth?” in his acceptance speech.  He stated: “no less importance should be ascribed to the oppositions of truth and 

falsehood, of reality and illusion [than to the oppositions of life and death]”. 

 Milosz knew Scripture. He translated many books of the Bible into Polish. “Since you call on a Father who judges each man’s work 

impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear.” (I Peter 1:17, NIV) This world is not our natural home. He understood that 

our view of the world is a distortion of reality. A fallen view of the world has taken us captive.  “‘I will be found by you,’ declares the Lord, 

‘and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you,’ declares the Lord, 

‘and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.’” (Jeremiah 19:14, NIV)  

 In a poem, “A Book in the Ruins”, from Warsaw in 1941 Milosz writes:  

“A dark building. Crossed boards, nailed up, create 

A barrier at the entrance, or a gate 

When you go in. Here, in the gutted foyer,  

The ivy snaking down the walls is wire 

Dangling. And over there the twisted metal 

Columns rising from the undergrowth of rubble 

Are tattered tree trunks. This could be the brick 

Of the library, you don’t know yet . . .”  

What dark, broken world is holding us captive? What world of work, or relationships, or politics, or wickedness 

captures us in a vision from which we cannot escape? A book is found in the ruins. Of it, Milosz writes: 

“. . . Thus in a book picked up 

From the ruins, you see a world erupt  

And glitter with its distant sleepy past. . .  

Only when two times, two forms are drawn 

Together and their legibility  

Disturbed, do you see that immortality  

Is not very different from the present  

And is for its sake. . . .”  

In the midst of a broken world, “A Book in the Ruins” recounts the reality that there is another world, a world of life and immortality, which 

stands distinct from war-torn Warsaw and whatever vision of the world is holding us captive. Milosz sees grace in the midst of misery, hope in 

the midst of despair, and eternal transcendent truths in the face of a world locked in the space and time of 20 th century tyranny and destruction.  

 How are we to escape the captivity of the mind in a prison where the only important things are the banalities of everyday life? The 

answer, for Milosz, is prayer. In a poem entitled “On Prayer”, he writes: 

“. . . All I know is that prayer constructs a velvet bridge 

And walking it we are aloft, as on a springboard,  

Above landscapes the color of ripe gold 

Transformed by a magic stopping of the sun. 

That bridge leads to the shore of Reversal 

Where everything is just the opposite and the word is 

Unveils a meaning we hardly envisioned. . . .”  

 Our Lord taught us that our prayers are to begin this way: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:9-10, NIV) The bridge to the “shore of Reversal” begins with an 

acknowledgement of God’s holiness and acquiescence to His will. In His holiness and in His will we discover that everything is indeed “just 

the opposite and the word is/Unveils a meaning we hardly envisioned”. Our minds are no longer imprisoned in time and space. 

 There is a triad of disciplines that lead to spiritual freedom. George Müller teaches us that we can look through God’s window to the 

world by opening the pages of Scripture and taking Him at His word. Czeslaw Milosz teaches us that God’s window to the world is opened to 

us through prayer—and we may do well to pray like Müller with an open Bible before us. Jacob teaches us that God will open His window to 

the world for us as we wrestle with Him in true Christian fellowship seeking to see the face of God.    

By Lawrence D. Anderson 



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Marv Oftedahl, Marilyn Longseth, Sonna Phillips, Stan 
Oftedahl, Darlene Strohmeyer, Pat Swanson,  Brett & 
Melissa Oftedahl’s twins, Marjie Peterson’s husband Lynn, 
Paul Green’s step-brother Tom, Jeanne Stricklen’s brother 
Tom, Kathy Johnson’s mother Irene Vaughn,  Fran Reich’s 
children, Pavick’s son Jeremiah, Lillian Bjugstad’s son 
Mark, Elfriede Harwart’s children, Eva Condon’s 
daughters, Connie Blix’s family, Larry Hawley’s sisters, 
Marsha Stoeberl’s dad Ken Coleman, Don & Bernadette 
Park’s son Bruce & nephew AJ, Keven Jensen’s cousin 
Rob, Patti Gibbons’ brother Chuck Jones,  Steve Gibbons’ 
brother Mike, Vicky Heldt’s friend Brenda Espeseth, Sandy 
Hodge’s sister Jo & friend Ann, McClain’s daughter-in-law 
Sandy,  Leah Margan’s niece Leanna, Rich Robinson’s 
cousin Stephanie,  Yvonne Hansen’s friend Sue, Elise 
Master’s friends Ashley & Katie, Fenton’s friend Jerry,  
Mary Potter’s sister Dorothy, & Carol Montgomery’s 
brother Ronnie. 

Serving in the military:  Dave & Darlene Strohmeyer’s 
daughter Dawn, and Keven Jensen’s nephew Jordan are 
serving in Afghanistan. Steve Blihovde’s son Grant is also 
serving in Afghanistan. Al & Kathy Sigurdsen’s son Jesse 
is serving in Kuwait. Don & Esther Swan’s grandson Dustin 

“But God 
has surely 

listened and 
heard my voice 
in prayer.  Praise 
be to God, who 
has not rejected 
my prayer or 
withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

Hyland is at sea serving in the Navy.  

Praises:  Our Maranatha Worship Arts Director 
Search Team are receiving a number of applications 
for the full-time Worship Arts Director position.  
Please continue to pray for the search team as they 
meet and interview applicants.  Team members are 
Rachel Schofield, Janna Haack, Scott Carlson, 
Sheila Hobein, Pastor Dan and Pastor Paul.    

 Praise the Lord for the healthy son of Scott 
& Carissa Keeler, Micaiah Benjamin,  born on 
February 18th.  Also grandparents Charles and 
Kathy Wenger are celebrating the birth of Elizabeth 
Ruth on February 15th.  Grandparents Bud & Linda 
Barta are celebrating the birth of Violet Mae on 
February 16th.  Nathan & Karen Dundore are 
celebrating their first child, Katherine Emma 
Dundore  born on February 6th.  
May the Lord bless these 
families. 

 

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

 
Annual ice-fishing outing—fish were biting! 

What a great day to be 

out.  Everyone had lots 

of fun, especially 

Pastor Paul, just ask 

Nathan.  Pictures 

courtesy of Tom Kaus. 



Center Shot Training  in the Soul Garage at 9:-00 AM on Saturday, March 3rd.   If you are helping with this ministry that help 
kids hit the “Bulls eye” with Jesus Christ, be sure to come.  For More information, contact Pastor Paul at 715-234-8313. 

Garage Games for Youth—Friday March 9th from 7:00-10 :00 PM in the Soul Garage.  High School Youth are encouraged to drop by 
for some fun in the Soul Garage,  and Bring your friends.  For more information, contact Pastor Tony at 715-234-8313. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME begins on Sunday morning, March 11th—Set your clocks one hour forward—so you won’t be late for 
church! 

Women’s Mentoring Dinner and Secret Pal Exchange is on Saturday, March 17th.  10:00 AM  In Maranatha’s Fellowship Hall! We will be 
preparing an Easter theme dinner and sharing our talents and wisdom across the generations of women.  Women are encouraged 
to sign up now at the Connecting Point for this special time. We will cook a turkey dinner together—every woman is asked to 
participate by preparing, decorating tables, serving, or clean-up.  Young women please prepare questions you would like older 
women to share their knowledge and wisdom, and  older women are also to prepare questions (including technology issues) 
for younger women to share their wisdom. Secret Pals will be revealed for the past year, and we will select new ones for 2012.  
Mandatory sign up is necessary by Tuesday, March 13th (we need to know how many to expect) at the Connecting Point or by calling  

Cindy McClain at 715-236-2706 or email her at cmricelake.aol.com. 

 

Young At Heart Potluck and Barbershop Quartet—Young at Heart is for adults age 55 + to join together for a great potluck 
lunch at noon in the fellowship hall, followed by music from the barbershop Quartet.  To RSVP and sign-up for what you can 
bring to the dinner, please see the bulletin board to the left just inside the fellowship hall.  For more information, contact 
Lee & Selby Wohlk at 715-458-2925.   
 

Arise Concert—Yes! We are at it again, so join us for praise, prayer, worship and fun at the Soul Garage on Friday, March 23rd 
from 7:00-10:00 PM.  For more information call Don Stiver at 715-651-7079.   
 

Catch A Dream Event—Help a child with a terminal illness realize a dream—join us on Saturday, March 31st , 10 AM– 5 PM at Maranatha 
Ministry Center for the Outdoor expo.  Admission is $3, which includes a raffle ticket (5 and under are free).  Seminars include 
“How to Film A Hunt”, “Proven Bear Hunting Tactics”, “Alaskan Adventure,” “English Pointers 101,” “Decoying Mature Bucks,” and “Walleye 
Fish Tips from a Pro”.  We also will have raffle items (must be present to win), adult archery contest, Youth archery (equipment 
provided), Official P&Y Scoring ( so bring your bucks and sheds) and more!  This is a great family time.  For more information, 
contact pastor Paul at 715-234-8313. 

remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will take you 
to where you can click on “missions.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not have access to 
the internet, please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in the Welcome Center 
Lobby) each month as we update it. 

3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 

Maranatha 
Evangelical  Free 
Church  

We’re on the Web! 

www.maranathafree.com 
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